
THE WORD FROM TWO SAINTS 
The Church of St. Luke & St. Simon Cyrene  March 2005 

17 South Fitzhugh Street, Rochester, NY  14614-1401                               Ph. (585) 546-7730     Fax (585) 546-7733 
Email: saints2@frontiernet.net                                                       Website: www.twosaints.org 
The Rev. Michael W. Hopkins, Rector                  David G. Smith, Lay Associate & Minister of Music 

 

WE CONTINUE OUR LENTEN THEME… 
WHAT IS MY STORY? WHAT IS OUR STORY? 

Holy Eucharist Every Sunday at 8am & 10am 
(Music & Children’s Education at 10am) 

 

 

MARCH 6 – THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT / HEALING SUNDAY / PUBLIC POLICY SUNDAY 
Today as we hear about Jesus healing a blind man (John 9) we offer the ministry of the 
Laying on of Hands for Healing to anyone who desires it. 
At 9am, Richard Henshaw will give a presentation on Iraq for Public Policy Sunday 

 

MARCH 13 – THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Today we have some early hints of Easter in our Liturgy.  We begin with an ancient 
promise of resurrection (Ezekiel 37), and in today’s Gospel (John 11) Jesus raises 
Lazarus from the dead. 
At 9am, our Adult Lenten Forum welcomes Don Brunner for a special conversation 
about HIV-AIDS in the African-American Community  

 

 

MARCH 20 – PALM SUNDAY 
Holy Week begins today.  Our worship today goes all the way from the joyous cries of 
“Hosanna!” (Matthew 21) to the sorrows of Jesus’ passion, death and burial (Matthew 26-27). 
And at 9am our Lenten Adult forum concludes its conversations about Praying in the Liturgy. 
After worship, our parish is hosting the A Meal & More program at Christ Church (East Ave.). 

 

MARCH 24 – MAUNDY THURSDAY 

We gather at 6pm today for a special meal known as the Agape Supper.  We begin this meal by 
following Jesus’ example (John 13) by washing each other’s feet.  Please see the sign-up sheet 
in Church to bring food for the dinner.  Following the meal, we go to the Church to share 
Communion, Strip the Altar and prepare for the rest of our Holy Week journey. 

 
 

 

MARCH 25 – GOOD FRIDAY 
We gather twice today (Noon & 6pm) to remember the death of Jesus (John 18-19) and to pray 
for the whole world. 
At Noon we will offer Stations of the Cross and at 6pm The Good Friday Liturgy. 

 
 

MARCH 27 – EASTER DAY: THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

Today we celebrate the miracle of resurrection as witnessed by the first believers (Matthew 
28) and as experienced by the Church ever since.  Come share in this joyous celebration! 
At 9am, the Men’s Association will serve our monthly Parish Breakfast. 
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I have evangelical 
friends who wonder 
how seriously we 
take Christian faith 
considering we 
never do “altar 
calls.”  I contend 
that we do them every Sunday, just differently than they 
do!  I think the same way about that other old 
evangelical tradition, Revivals.  Holy Week is, I believe, 
our annual revival. 

From Palm Sunday through Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, the Great Vigil of Easter and Easter day itself we 
worship deeply and intensely, “contemplating those 
mighty acts whereby we have been given life and 
immortality” (from the beginning of the Palm Sunday 
liturgy).  These are important and formative ones days 
for us (and re-formative year after year).  It is a lot of 
Church, but then, it was a lot of love stretched out in 
Jesus’ arms on the cross, love enough to burst a tomb, 
and include you and I in God’s plan for the re-creation of 
the universe. 

Young and old, I do hope we will be together during this 
week.  Marking these days is simply what makes us 
Christian. 

Lift up your hearts! 

 
 
 

PUBLIC POLICY SUNDAY — MARCH 6 

On March 6, churches throughout the Diocese will 
observe a Public Policy Sunday by featuring programs 
on peace and justice issues. Here at Two Saints at 9:00 
a.m., the Rev. Richard Henshaw, Ph.D., will present 
Iraq: From the Sumerians to Saddam Hussein and 
Beyond. 
Richard Henshaw is a scholar of ancient Near Eastern 
languages and a retired professor of Old Testament at 
Bexley Hall.  He and his wife Marjorie have traveled & 
studied extensively all over Middle East, including 
Baghdad.  Come hear what should prove to be a unique 
perspective on what is happening in Iraq. 

 
LORD, SHOW US THE DREAM 
Year-long Vision Process Begins 

The Annual Meeting on February 6 kicked off a year-
long vision process which had been proposed by the 
Rector and approved by the Vestry in January.  During 
Lent, the rector and Wardens will be putting together a 
Ministry Development Team (aka, “the Dream Team”) 
to lead this process.  The Team will be co-chaired by the 
Rector and Chris Cleveland.  Members of the 
congregation are being asked to participate in a house 
Eucharist during Lent as part of the kick-off to the 
process.  There are five opportunities, three of them in 
March:  March 3 at the home of Arlene Titus (21 Alger 
Dr., Gates), March 10 at John & Toni Burr’s (594 
Stearns Rd, Churchville), and March 17 at Armond & 
Mary Kane’s (36 Orchard Creek Cir., Greece).  There is 
no sign up, just come to one of them! 

The goal of the Vision Process is to produce a new 
Vision Statement for the parish that will describe Two 
Saints in the year 2017, when we will be celebrating 200 
years of ministry here.  Future plans and new ministry 
directions will be guided by this statement. 

The Rector has written a prayer for the process: 
Holy One, keep strong our desire as a parish to 
proclaim the Good News of your love.  We are grateful 
for our history:  We’ve come this far by faith.  We love 
the diversity and joy of this community: What a 
fellowship, what a joy divine.  We long for a future 
where your Gospel thrives among us: Lord, plant our 
feet on higher ground.  Lord, we humbly ask for renewed 
vision and courage:  Lord, show us the dream.  Amen. 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 9AM LENTEN ADULT FORUM 

At 9 am in the Chapel during the Sundays in Lent, we 
continue a series of Adult forums on Praying In The 
Liturgy as well as a Public Policy Sunday Forum and an 
HIV-AIDS Forum.  Our prayer conversations will 
include discussion of a new approach to The Prayers of 
the People that we will be using during Lent.  Our Public 
Policy Forum will welcome Richard Henshaw for a 
discussion on Iraq.  And our HIV-AIDS Forum will be 
presented by Don Brunner  
Mar   6:   Iraq: Sumerians to Saddam & Beyond 
Mar 13:   HIV-AIDS in the African-American Community 
Mar 20:   An Evaluation of Our Lenten Experiment 

 
A WORD FROM THE RECTOR 
THE REV. MICHAEL W. HOPKINS 

HOLY WEEK 
OUR ANNUAL REVIVAL
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ANNUAL MEETING ELECTS  
NEW VESTRY MEMBERS 

The Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 6 (postponed from January 23 due to bad weather) 
elected the following persons to serve on the Vestry:  Bruce Colburn (Warden for 2 year term), 
Jack Cummings, Lynn George, Armond Kane, and Ebo Ocran (Vestry members for 3 year 
terms), and Kathy Bryant and Allan Cuseo (Vestry members for one year terms).  Bruce 
Colburn was also re-elected for a three-year term as one of our Diocesan Convention delegates, 
and Greg Bouie, Allan Cuseo, and Sharon Nelson were re-elected as our alternate delegates. 

Great thanks were given to those rotating off the Vestry:  Renee Carter, Chris Cleveland, 
Sharon Cardoza, and Chuck Smith.  Special thanks was given to Chris, who helped lead the 
parish through the transition period. 

At the first meeting of the new Vestry on Saturday, February 12, Sharon Nelson and Arlene Titus were re-elected as Clerk 
and Treasurer, respectively.  The Vestry also began a learning process in issues of congregational development and talked 
about ways to make Vestry members more visible in the parish.  The new diocesan Safe Church guidelines were adopted 
as parish policy.  Folks who need to participate in training will be notified by the Rector soon.  A copy of the policy is 
available in the narthex. 
 
 

TWO SAINTS PARTICIPATES IN WEEK 

OF PRAYER FOR THE HEALING OF AIDS 
The Black Church Week of Prayer for the Healing of 
AIDS will be observed in Rochester March 6-13, 2005.  
The local manifestation of this national program of the 
Balm in Gilead, Inc. is being coordinated by several area 
churches and organizations.  The rector has been 
attending planning meetings on behalf of Two Saints.  
The observance seeks to raise awareness of the 
continued scourge of HIV/AIDS in the African –
American community, as well as on the continent of 
Africa.  Locally, the rate of HIV/AIDS infection in the 
African-American community is nine times higher than 
that of any other community.  Among newly diagnosed 
cases of HIV in Monroe County, 63% are African-
American women and 45% are African-American men. 

Two Saints will participate in a combined worship and 
testimonial service at Elim Christian Fellowship, 315 
Alexander St., on Sunday, March 6 at 5 pm to kick off 
the week of prayer.  There will be special prayers at Two 
Saints during the week, culminating on Sunday, March 
13 with a special forum at 9 am in the Chapel featuring 
Mr. Don Bruner, Executive4 
Director of Black Men Latino Men 
Health Crisis, Inc., a local 
HIV/AIDS educational and service 
organization. 

For more information about the 
Balm in Gilead and HIV/AIDS in 
the African-American community 
go to www.balmingilead.org. 
 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
AN EXPERIMENT IN LENT 

The season of Lent brings an experiment with the 
Prayers of the People during the Sunday liturgy.  The 
emphasis is on the OF, and that means more prayer from 
the congregation and less from the lectern.  The biddings 
for the areas of prayer outlined in the Book of Common 
Prayer (p. 359) will be short and to the point, followed 
by ample time for members of the congregation to voice 
their prayer, either silently or aloud.  The leader of the 
prayers will not be reading the prayer list from the 
weekly bulletin.  Folks in the congregation are 
encouraged to speak those prayers, as well as to use the 
list daily. 
 
The Prayers of the People are meant to be the most 
participative time in our Service.  The Worship 
Committee has noticed our tendency to rely on “the list” 
for the vocalization of specific prayers and is concerned 
that this works against participation.  The risk is that 
some names on the list might not be prayed for audibly 
in the liturgy, but it is important for us to believe that the 
very act of placing a person on the prayer list is an act of 
prayer. 
 
If you choose to pray aloud in the liturgy, please note a 
few things.  You don’t need to be heard by everyone.  
It’s OK if some people are praying at the same time.  
Eloquence is not necessary.  Politicization of the prayers 
should be avoided (which is not to say that praying itself 
is not a political act, certainly the liturgy as a whole is, 
but that’s a different article topic). 
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We are Two Saints with Room for Many More! 
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APRIL NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
 

Tuesday, March 15 
Send articles to Parish Office 
Or to saints2@frontiernet.net 

 
Newsletter Deadlines Are 

Needed 
Tuesday, March 22 

At 1pm 
Call the Parish Office at  546-7730 to volunteer for 

an hour-and-a-half of fun, fellowship & work. 


