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Dear Friends, 

What do you mean by Christian Formation? 

Some of you have been asking this question, so I thought 
I would take this space to answer it as best I can.  The 
bottom line is that I tend to use the term “Christian 
Formation” rather than “Christian Education.”  Is this 
just a matter of semantics?  Different and fancier words 
that mean the same thing? 

Yes and no.  I am not afraid to say, “yes,” because 
semantics, the way we use language, is important.  But 
it’s not “just” about semantics.  For me it’s about 
attitude and imagination.  For me (and I don’t think I’m 
alone), “education” conjures up images of classrooms 
and terms, tests and graduations.  Education is primarily 
about head stuff and it has an end point.  “Formation” is, 
I think, a more holistic term.  It is about body, mind, and 
spirit.  It is about one’s whole life, moving toward the 
perfection no one attains short of heaven.  It is also a 
word deeply rooted in the Scriptures. 

The Old Testament prophets, particularly Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, speak frequently of God “forming” human 
kind, and the people of Israel.  St. Paul, as well, talks 
about Christ being “formed” in us (Galatians 4:19).  To 
use the word “Formation” about one aspect of our life as 
Christians is to invoke our life as a journey, a process, 
even a struggle.  This process is what St. Paul means by 
the term “sanctification.” 

What are the implications of this different word and 
image?  For one, I think the word puts God and God’s 
mysterious ways with us back into learning.  Being 
formed in the ways of God is not about simply learning 
“right things” and “repeating them rightly.”  It is about 
our allowing God to shape our lives, sometimes 
obviously, sometimes imperceptibly over time.  For two, 
I think it means that the way we “form” both children 
and adults is always as experientially as possible, and it 
is as much about relationship as it is about possessing 
knowledge. 

A group of us are thinking through Christian Formation 
in the future at Two Saints.  Look for some changes in 
the fall.  If you get invited into conversation about 
possibilities for the future, please enter them.  We are 

trying to “form” a program that not only teaches us 
about our faith, but that gives God plenty of opportunity 
to form and transform our lives. 

Peace be to all, 

 
 

NEW EFM CLASS FORMING 
An Education for Ministry [EFM] class will be starting 
after Labor Day.  EFM is a seminary course for lay 
people offered by the Episcopal seminary in Sewanee, 
Tennessee.  It is designed to equip lay people to minister 
more effectively in the church and the world.  

Participants study the Old Testament during the first 
year, the New Testament during the second year, church 
history during the third year, and theology during the 
fourth year.  Participants commit to one year at a time.  

EFM follows the principles of adult formation. So, there 
are neither lectures nor tests. Rather, participants spend 
2-4 hours a week in individual study, then share their 
insights and questions during class.  A typical class starts 
with prayer.  During the first hour, participants discuss 
the textbook readings.  During the second hour, 
participants share their faith stories, engage in 
theological discussions, explore spiritual disciplines, and 
discern their personal ministries.  Class ends with a brief 
worship service (such as Compline) led by one of the 
participants. 

Meetings will be held at a time that is convenient for all 
participants.  Depending on the number of people who 
enroll, a county-wide class may be held at a central 
location in Rochester or a separate class for our parish 
may be held at Two Saints.  John Clinton Bradley will 
be facilitating the class.  John is an EFM graduate and 
has been a mentor for seven years.  

Tuition is $340 per year. Credit cards and checks are 
accepted.  The deadline for registration is Sunday, 14 
August.  An information session about EFM will be held 
on Sunday, 7 August, in the chapel, at 9:00 and 11:30 
a.m.  A 15-minute video will be shown, followed by 
questions and answers.  For more information, stop by 
the EFM table in the nave, visit twosaints.org/EFM or 
phone John Clinton Bradley at 242-7687 or email 
johnclint@rochester.rr.com. 
 

 

Please remember that even when you're 
away during the summer, parish bills 
have to be paid.  If at all possible keep 
your pledge current.  Let's keep the 
Treasurer smiling all summer long! 

A WORD FROM THE RECTOR 

 
THE REV. MICHAEL W. HOPKINS 
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GAY & LESBIAN MINISTRY 
The diocesan Committee for Gay and Lesbian Ministry 
will again march in the Pride Parade on Saturday, July 
16. Parishes from across the diocese have been invited to 
participate.  We hope to have a large contingent from 
Two Saints.  This year's parade will take place on 
Highland Avenue near the Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School.  We will gather for an outdoor Eucharist on the 
parade route by 3:00 p.m. with our Rector as the 
homilist. The parade commences at 4:00 p.m. and will 
be brief.  This is an excellent opportunity for 
evangelism!  For more information, contact... 

•  John Bradley, 242-7687, johnclint@rochester.rr.com  
•  Bruce Colburn, 454-5304, Epbear@aol.com 
•  David Smith, 546-7730, saints2@frontiernet.net 

The diocesan Committee for Gay & Lesbian Ministry 
will also have a booth at the Rochester Gay Pride Picnic 
in the Genesee River Park on Sunday afternoon, July 10.  
Drop in and say “hello” there, too! 
 
 

MAYORAL CANDIDATES 
FORUM AT TWO SAINTS 

Two Saints will be the site for a forum for the mayoral 
candidates sponsored by Interfaith Action on Thursday, 
July 28 at 7 pm.  The focus will be on Interfaith Action’s 
Rochester One Monroe agenda:  neighborhood & 
economic development, safety, youth, and regional 
cooperation.  All major candidates have confirmed their 
attendance. 
 
 

POVERTY WALKATHON JULY 23 

Two organizations, Poor People United and Metro 
Justice, are sponsoring a Poverty Walkathon on 
Saturday, July 23, 9am – 2pm, from 550 East Main St. to 
1150 Hudson Ave.  Funds raised will support Poor 
People United’s Emergency Hypothermia Bus and 
Human Rights House.  Forms for walkers are located 
with the information poster on the community bulletin 
board, or call the Office (546-7730) and we'll send one 
to you.  If you decide to walk, let others know they can 
sponsor you! 
 
 

FLOWER DONATIONS 

Envelopes are posted at the back of 
the Church Nave for those who wish 
to donate money for Sunday flowers.  
Please see the display for more 
information.  There are still plenty of 
dates available for summer. 

CHILDREN'S CHARTER 
From the Rector:  Many of you will have noticed the "Children's 
Charter for the Church" in the rear of the Church.  The charter 
comes in three parts.  The following is the first part and a bit of 
reflection on it from the Rev. Joseph Russell given in 1998 at a 
national conference on Children's Ministries in the Episcopal 
Church.  Reflection on these issues is vital if we are to expand our 
own children's ministries.  Look in future newsletters for the rest 
of the Charter and commentary on it. 

The first portion of the Children's Charter for the 
Church: 

Nurture of the Child 
Children are a heritage from the Lord, and the fruit of 
the womb is a gift. (Psalm 127:4) 
The Church is called: 
•  to receive, nurture and treasure each child as a gift 

from God; 
•  to proclaim the Gospel to children in ways that 

empower them to receive and respond to God's love; 
•  to give high priority to the quality of planning for 

children and the preparation and support of those who 
minister with them; 

•  to include children, in fulfillment of the Baptismal 
Covenant, as members and full participants in the 
Eucharistic community and in the church's common 
life of prayer, witness and service. 

Commentary from the Rev. Joseph Russell: 
From my living with the Children's Charter for the 
Church for some months now, I am personally aware of 
just how far reaching and radical this document is.  It 
sounds reasonable enough...  As we get in underneath 
the words of the Charter, we soon realize, however, that 
it will affect everything we do in the 
congregation...What does a congregation look like that 
takes the first section of the Children's Charter seriously? 

•  For starters, children are active participants in the 
congregation's worship, and they share in the 
leadership of the worship. 

•  The coffee hour is intergenerational because 
children have natural relationships with adults 
growing out of their life together in the 
congregation. 

•  Church School is seen as a time of an on-going 
conversion to the Gospel, and a training-ground for 
the church's ministry development. 

•  Children are enabled to see that there is more to life 
than career, job security, or making it in the world. 

•  Children are given the tools to engage in social and 
personal ethics.  Headlines happening all around our 
children are [part of] the curriculum in which adults 
and children constantly engage. 

 



I come with joy to meet my Lord  
August 7    Hymns & Songs for Life’s Storms 
Genesis 37:1-28   Joseph is sold by his brothers into slavery in Egypt 
Matthew 14:22-33   Jesus walks on the water in the midst of a storm 

Eternal Father, strong to save O God, our help in ages past  Jesus, Lover of my soul 
Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me  On Christ the Solid Rock  Precious Lord 
Love Lifted Me   Stand By Me 
 
 
August 14    Hymns & Songs of Christian Unity 
Psalm 133    How good it is when kindred live together in unity 

O for a thousand tongues  Like the murmur of the dove’s song 
Blest be the tie that binds  Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray 
I come with joy to meet my Lord One Bread, One Body 
 
 
August 21    Hymns for the Body of Christ 
Romans 12:1-8    Be a living sacrifice … there are many gifts for the one Body 
Matthew 16:13-20   Jesus asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

We Are the Body of Christ  Come, Risen Lord, and deign to be our guest 
The Church’s one foundation  Where true charity and love dwell 
Be known to us, Lord Jesus 
 
 
August 28    Hymns & Songs of Discipleship 
Matthew 16:21-28   Anyone who wants to be my disciple …  

Beneath the Cross of Jesus  Take up your cross, the Savior said 
Near the Cross   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
Ain’-a That Good News 
 
 
September 4    Hymns of Light 
Romans 13:8-14   Lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light 

Christ is the world’s true light  I want to walk as a child of the light 
The Lord Is My Light    We are marching in the light of God 
Awake, O sleeper, rise from death 
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We are Two Saints with Room for Many More! 
 
 
 

$UPPORT TWO SAINTS 
Remember that if you shop on-line at AMAZON.COM you can benefit Two Saints by going first to our website 
and entering the Amazon site through the link on our homepage.  Your purchase is automatically tracked and at 
least 2% is donated to our parish.  In the first quarter of 2005, $89.96 was earned by Two Saints! 

You can also RECYCLE YOUR EMPTY INKJET CARTRIDGES at Two Saints to benefit our parish. We receive $2 
for every cartridge. A box is in the parish hall to deposit cartridges. All inkjet cartridges are OK (no laser/toner 
cartridges).  So bring in your used Lexmark, Canon, HP, Compaq, Brother, Xerox, Sharp, Dell & Apple inkjet 
cartridges (sorry, no Epson). 
 
 

DATES FOR THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE 
NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 
 

Monday, August 15 
Send articles to Parish Office Or to saints2@frontiernet.net 

Get your “back-to-the-fall” events and activities sent in early! 
                

Newsletter volunteers are 
needed… 

 
Thursday, August 25, at 1pm 

Call the Parish Office at  546-7730 to volunteer for 
an hour-and-a-half of fun, fellowship & work. 


