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COVENANT WITH ST. STEPHEN’S & 

DIOCESE SIGNED 

A “Covenant for Cooperative Ministry” was given 
final approval and signed at a joint meeting of the 
Vestries of St. Stephen’s and Two Saints on 
Thursday, June 21.  Bishop McKelvey added his 
signature the next day.  The official start date for 
the new agreement is Sunday, July 1. 

 
Two Saints’ Warden Madeline Gamble, St. Stephen’s Senior 
Warden Jim Fallesen, the Rev. Mary Ann Brody and the Rev. 
Michael Hopkins signing the Covenant documents. 

The principal aspects of this new Covenant are: 

ü A general agreement that we will do as 
much ministry together as possible.  The 
practical effect of this agreement is that all 
ministries in both parishes will be asked to 
evaluate what they do in these terms.  How 
can we more effectively do X together?  
There will be parts of our life that will of 
necessity remain separate, but these should 
become the exception rather than the rule. 

ü Both parishes will operate with a clergy 
leadership team.  While Michael will retain 
primary pastoral responsibility for Two 
Saints and Mary Ann will take on primary 
pastoral responsibility for St. Stephen’s, 

they and other clergy associated with the 
parishes will seek to function as one 
leadership team. 

ü Independent Vestries will be maintained, but 
they will meet jointly at least once a quarter. 

ü The congregations will maintain their 
Sunday morning schedules independently, 
but will seek other opportunities to worship 
together. 

The “Vision and Values” portion of the Covenant is 
especially important: 
The vision we hold for this cooperative ministry is to 
sustain and strengthen the ministry of the Episcopal 
Church to and with the people of the City of Rochester, 
both on the west side near our churches and throughout 
the city. The presence of the Church has diminished as 
congregations close and some denominations depart 
from sections of the city. This is occurring at a time of 
deepening poverty among city residences and amidst the 
growing violence and despair that poverty breeds. We 
have decided to stay in the city. The Episcopal Church is 
committed to continuing and strengthening ministry in 
the city and fostering the development of new and 
renewed ministries among our Episcopal congregations 
and with other agencies and communities of faith. We 
will build on the foundation of our existing ministries, 
ministries to school children, to hungry people, to 
neighborhoods, and to homeless families, among others. 

Both Vestries and Canon Steve Lane at the Covenant signing. 
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achieve greater accessibility and hospitality.  These 
steps include: 

ü A wheelchair-size lift between the church 
and parish hall levels. 

ü Expanded, accessible restrooms also on the 
parish hall level. 

ü A renovated kitchen which will also provide 
greater accessibility. 

ü Refurbished signing and entrance way to the 
church to provide for both greater 
attractiveness and accessibility. 

ü A new choir area in the church that will 
better support worship and enable choir 
members and musicians to function more 
effectively (and eliminate the choir’s need to 
ever be in the balcony). 

We are taking a very deliberate approach to this 
major set of projects.  The first has been completed:  
a major study of Tyler House and its many needs 
and the decision to seek congregational support to 
proceed on a first set of projects arising from that 
study.  The second is now underway:  informing the 
congregation of these plans and receiving input.  
The third will occur in the late summer/early fall:  a 
feasibility study for a potential capital campaign to 
raise the financial support needed to complete these 
projects.  The fourth, depending on the results of the 
feasibility study will be a capital campaign. 

Please take the time to look at the drawings in the 
parish hall (we can send you a set if you like—just 
call the Office).  Give any feedback you have to a 
Vestry person.  And when you receive the 
feasibility study survey in August please fill it out 
and return it.  The surveys will be entirely 
confidential.  Results will be compiled for us by 
folks we are working with at the Episcopal Church 
Foundation. 

GRADUATION THANKSGIVING 

 

SCENES FROM FIRST HIPHOP MASS 
May 27, 2007 

Musicians included (left to right) Rock, Paradox, DO 
and the Missionary Men.  On the left Tatianna Jones and 

Davida Hawkes rock on with Bishop McKelvey. 

The crowd loved it too.  Touch the sky! 

The Rector with his new bling and the Missionary Men. 
 
 

Picture to the left: 
The rector with Amber and Ashley Moore, who 
graduated from college this spring (Amber from 

Clarkson and Ashley from the University of Rochester).  
We also gave thanks for Thomas Gourdine, who 
graduated from Fairport High School this year! 
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Good News in the Heart of the City since 1817! 
 
 
 
 

JULY-AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, July 1—5th Sunday after Pentecost 
8 am Eucharist 
10 am  Sung Eucharist 
 
Sunday, July 8—6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Commissioning of Right On School Staff 
8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist: 
 
Sunday, July 15—7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Celebrating the Founding of St. Luke’s: July 14, 1817 
8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist 
  
Sunday, July 22—St. Mary Magdalene 
8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist 

 
Sunday, July 29—9th Sunday after Pentecost 
8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 5—10th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jamaican Sunday 

8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist 

 
Sunday, August 12—11th Sunday after Pentecost 

8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist 

 
Sunday, August 19—12th Sunday after Pentecost 

8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist 

 
Sunday, August 26—13th Sunday after Pentecost 

8 am Eucharist 
10 am Sung Eucharist 

 
Holy Eucharist at 12:05 pm in the Chapel: 

July 4, Independence Day 
July 25, St. James’ Day 

August 6, Transfiguration Day 
August 15, St. Mary the Virgin 

August 24, St. Bartholomew’s Day 
& Every Tuesday & Thursday 

 


